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INDIAN SCHOOL MUSCAT 

SENIOR SECTION 
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 

CLASS: IX: HISTORY 
 

CHAPTER:2-SOCIALISM IN EUROPE AND THR RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 
 

NOTE 
THE ANSWERS OF THE FOLLWING QUESTIONS TO BE WRITTEN IN CLASS WORK BOOK: 28, 29, 30 & 31 
 

Q. N Questions Mks. 

1 

 

Explain in brief the ideologies of the : a) Liberals  b) Radicals  c) Conservatives   
Ans: 
Liberals: 

1. Liberals wanted a nation which tolerated all religions. They were against 
discrimination in favour of one religion or another (Britain favoured the Church 
of England, Austria and Spain favoured the Catholic Church).  

2. Liberals also opposed the uncontrolled power of dynastic rulers. They wanted to 
safeguard the rights of individuals against governments.  

3. They argued for a representative, elected parliamentary government, subject to 
laws interpreted by a well-trained judiciary that was independent of rulers and 
officials. 

4. They were not democrats. They did not believe in universal adult franchise, that 
is, the right of every citizen to vote. They felt men of property mainly should 
have the vote. They also did not want the vote for women. 

Radicals: 
1. Radicals wanted a nation in which government was based on the majority of a 

country’s population. Many supported women’s suffragette movements. 
2. Unlike liberals, they opposed the privileges of great landowners and wealthy 

factory owners. 3.They were not against the existence of private property but 
disliked concentration of property in the hands of a few.  

Conservatives:  
1. They were opposed to radicals and liberals. After the French Revolution, 

however, even conservatives had opened their minds to the need for change. 
2.  Earlier, in the eighteenth century, conservatives had been generally opposed to 

the idea of change. 
3.  By the nineteenth century, they accepted that some change was inevitable but 

believed that the past had to be respected and change had to be brought about 
through a slow process. 

3 m 

each 
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What were the changes and problems in the new cities due to Industrialization? 
Ans: 

1. Industrialisation brought men, women and children to factories.   
2. Working hours were often long and wages were poor. 
3. Unemployment was common, particularly during times of low demand for 

industrial goods.  
4. Housing and sanitation were problems since towns were growing rapidly. 
5. New cities came up and new industrialised regions developed, railways 

expanded and the Industrial Revolution occurred. 

5 
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What were the solutions put forward by the Liberals and the Radicals to overcome 
the problems in industrial cities? 
Ans: 

1. Liberals and radicals themselves were often property owners and employers. 
Having made their wealth through trade or industrial ventures, they felt that 
such effort should be encouraged - that its benefits would be achieved if the 
workforce in the economy was healthy and citizens were educated. 

2. Opposed to the privileges the old aristocracy had by birth, they firmly believed 
in the value of individual effort, labour and enterprise. 

3. If freedom of individuals was ensured, if the poor could labour, and those with 
capital could operate without restraint, they believed that societies would 
develop. Many working men and women who wanted changes in the world 
rallied around liberal and radical groups and parties in the early nineteenth 
century. 

3 

4 

 

Who were called the Revolutionaries in Europe? What were the changes they wanted 
in Europe? 
Ans: 

1. Nationalists, liberals and radicals in France, Italy, Germany and Russia, they 
became revolutionaries.  

2. They worked to overthrow existing monarchs. 
3. Nationalists talked of revolutions that would create nations where all citizens 

would have equal rights. After 1815, Giuseppe Mazzini, an Italian nationalist, 
conspired with others to achieve this in Italy. 

3 
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“Socialists were against private property, and saw it as the root of all social ills of the 
time.” Why? 
Ans: 

1. Individuals owned the property that gave employment but the propertied were 
concerned only with personal gain and not with the welfare of those who made 
the property productive.  

2. So if society as whole rather than single individuals controlled property, more 
attention would be paid to collective social interests. Socialists wanted this 
change and campaigned for it. 

3 

6. How could a society without property operate? What would be the basis of socialist 
society? 
Ans: 
Refer page 28 (ideas by Robert Owen / Lois Blanc/ Karl Marx/ Friedrich Engles) 

5 
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What were the ways in which Socialism gained support in the 1870’s? 
Ans: 

1. To coordinate their efforts, socialists formed an international body  namely, the 
Second International. Workers in England and Germany began forming 
associations to fight for better living and working conditions.  

2. They set up funds to help members in times of distress and demanded a 
reduction of working hours and the right to vote. 

3. In Germany, these associations worked closely with the Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) and helped it win parliamentary seats.  

4. By 1905, socialists and trade unionists formed a Labour Party in Britain and a 
Socialist Party in France. However, till 1914, socialists never succeeded in 
forming a government in Europe. 

5. Represented by strong figures in parliamentary politics, their ideas did shape 
legislation, but governments continued to be run by conservatives, liberals and 
radicals. 

5 
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8. Give in detail the extent of the Russian empire under the Tsar Nicholas II. 
Ans: 
Refer page 30 

3 

9. 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss the Russian economy in the 20th century based on the following points: 
 a) Agriculture b)   Industrial growth. 
Ans: 
a) Agriculture : 

1. The vast majority of Russians people were agriculturists. About 85 per cent of 
the Russian empires population earned their living from agriculture. This 
proportion was higher than in most European countries.  

2. For instance, in France and Germany the proportion was between 40 per cent 
and 50 per cent.  

3. In the empire, cultivators produced grainsfor the market as well as for their 
own needs and for exporting. Later Russia became great exporters of grain. 

b) Industrial growth: 
1. Industry was found in pockets. Prominent industrial areas were St Petersburg 

and Moscow.  
2. Craftsmen undertook much of the production, but large factories existed 

alongside craft workshops.  
3. Many factories were set up in the 1890s, when Russias railway network was 

extended, and foreign investment in industry increased.  
4. Coal production doubled and iron and steel output quadrupled. By the 1900s, in 

some areas factory workers and craftsmen were almost equal in number. 

5 

10. 
 

Discuss the condition and difficulties that Industrial workers faced in Russia? 
Ans: 
Refer page 31. 

5 

11. 
 
 

How were Russian peasants different from other European peasants ? 
Ans: 

1. In the countryside, peasants cultivated most of the land. But the nobility, the 
crown and the Orthodox Church owned large properties.  

2. Like workers, peasants too were divided. They were also deeply religious. But 
except in a few cases they had no respect for the nobility.  

3. Nobles got their power and position through their services to the Tsar, not 
through local popularity. This was unlike France where, during the French 
Revolution in Brittany, peasants respected nobles and fought for them. In 
Russia, peasants wanted the land of the nobles to be given to them.  

4. Frequently, they refused to pay rent and even murdered landlords. In 1902, this 
occurred on a large scale in south Russia. And in 1905, such incidents took place 
all over Russia.  

5. They pooled their land together periodically and their commune (mir) divided it 
according to the needs of individual families 

5 

12. 
 
 

What were the differences in the believes of the Russian Social Democratic Workers 
Party and the Socialist Revolutionary Party in Russia? 
Ans: 
Socialist Revolutionary Party : 

1. Russian socialists felt that the Russian peasant custom of dividing land 
periodically made them natural socialists. So peasants, not workers, would be 
the main force of the revolution, and Russia could become socialist more 
quickly than other countries.  

2. Socialists were active in the countryside through the late nineteenth century. 
They formed the Socialist Revolutionary Party in 1900. This party struggled 
forpeasants rights and demanded that land belonging to nobles be transferred 

5 
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to peasants.  
Russian Social Democratic Workers Party: 

1. Social Democrats disagreed with Socialist Revolutionaries about peasants. Lenin 
felt that peasants were not one united group.  

2. Some were poor and others rich, some worked as labourers while others were 
capitalists who employed workers. Given this differentiation within them, they 
could not all be part of a socialist movement. 

13. What was the division in the Russian Social Democratic Workers Party? State their 
difference. 
Ans: 
Refer page 32 

3 
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What were the events that lead to the Revolution of 1905? 
Ans: 

1. The year 1904 was a particularly bad one for Russian workers. Prices of essential 
goods rose so high, that real wages declined by 20 per cent.  

2. The membership of workers associations rose dramatically. When four 
members of the Assembly of Russian Workers, which had been formed in 1904, 
were dismissed at the Putilov Iron Works, there was a call for industrial action.  

3. Over the next few days over 110,000 workers in St Petersburg went on strike 
demanding a reduction in the working day to eight hours, an increase in wages 
and improvement in working conditions.  

4. When the procession of workers led by Father Gapon reached the Winter Palace 
it was attacked by the police and the Cossacks.  

5. Over 100 workers were killed and about 300 wounded. The incident, known as 
Bloody Sunday, started a series of events that became known as the 1905 
Revolution 

5 

15. 
 
 

What was the impact of the Revolution of 1905? 
Ans: 

1. Strikes took place all over the country and universities closed down when 
student bodies staged walkouts, complaining about the lack of civil liberties.  

2. Lawyers, doctors, engineers and other middle-class workers established the 
Union of Unions and demanded a constituent assembly.  

3. During the 1905 Revolution, the Tsar allowed the creation of an elected 
consultative Parliament or Duma.  

4. For a brief while during the revolution, there existed a large number of trade 
unions and factory committees made up of factory workers.  

5. After 1905, most committees and unions worked unofficially, since they were 
declared illegal. 

5 

16. 
 

What were the changes imposed on the Duma by the Tsar after 1905? 
Ans: 

1. The Tsar dismissed the first Duma within 75 days and the re-elected second 
Duma within three months.  

2. He did not want any questioning of his authority or any reduction in his power.  
3. He changed the voting laws and packed the third Duma with conservative 

politicians. Liberals and revolutionaries were kept out. 

3 

17. 
 

Why was the autocracy unpopular during the First World War? 
Ans: 

1. In Russia, the war was initially popular and people rallied around Tsar Nicholas 
II. As the war continued, though, the Tsar refused to consult the main parties in 
the Duma.  

2. Support wore thin. Anti-German sentiments ran high, as can be seen in the 
renaming of St Petersburg a German name as Petrograd.  

3 
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3. The Tsarina Alexandra’s German origins and poor advisers, especially a monk 
called Rasputin, made the autocracy unpopular. 

18. 

 

 

Why were the Russian soldiers unwilling to fight during the First World War? 
Ans: 

1. The First World War on the eastern front differed from that on the western 
front. In the west, armies fought from trenches stretched along eastern France.  

2. In the east, armies moved a good deal and fought battles leaving large 
casualties. Defeats were shocking and demoralising. 

3. Russias armies lost badly in Germany and Austria between 1914 and 1916.There 
were over 7 million casualties by 1917.  

4. As they retreated, the Russian army destroyed crops and buildings to prevent 
the enemy from being able to live off the land.  

5. The destruction of crops and buildings led to over 3 million refugees in Russia. 
The situation discredited the government and the Tsar. 

5 

19 

 

 

What was the impact of First World War on the Russian industry? 
Ans: 

1. Russias own industries were few in number and the country was cut off from 
other suppliers of industrial goods by German control of the Baltic Sea. 

2. Industrial equipment disintegrated more rapidly in Russia than elsewhere in 
Europe. By 1916, railway lines began to break down. 

3. Able-bodied men were called up to the war. As a result, there were labour 
shortages and small workshops producing essentials were shut down. 

4. Large supplies of grain were sent to feed the army. For the people in the cities, 
bread and flour became scarce.  

5. By the winter of 1916, riots at bread shops were common. 

5 

20. 

 

List the main events and effects of the February Revolution in Russia. 
Ans: 
Events: 

1. In the winter of February 1917, conditions in the capital, Petrograd, were grim 
with food shortages were deeply felt in the workers quarters. The winter was 
verycold there had been exceptional frost and heavy snow.  

2. Parliamentarians wishing to preserve elected government, were opposed to the 
Tsars desire to dissolve the Duma. 

3. On 22 February, a lockout took place at a factory on the right bank. The next 
day, workers in fifty factories called a strike in sympathy. In many factories, 
women led the way to strikes. Demonstrating workers crossed from the factory 
quarters to the centre of the capital  the Nevskii Prospekt.  

4. As the fashionable quarters and official buildings were surrounded by workers, 
the government imposed a curfew. Demonstrators dispersed by the evening, 
but they came back on the 24th and 25th.  

5. The government called out the cavalry and police to keep an eye on them. On 
Sunday, 25 February, the government suspended the Duma.   Politicians spoke 
out against the measure. 

6. Demonstrators returned in force to the streets of the left bank on the 26th. On 
the 27th, the Police Headquarters were ransacked. The streets thronged with 
people raising slogans about bread, wages, better hours and democracy. 

Effects: 
1. Military commanders advised the Tsar to abdicate and abdicated on 2 March.  
2. Soviet leaders and Duma leaders formed a Provisional Government to run the 

country. 
3. Russia’s future would be decided by a constituent assembly, elected on the 

basis of universal adult suffrage. 
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List the main events and effects of the October Revolution in Russia. 
Ans: 
Events: 

1. The October Revolution occurred due the conflict between the Provisional 
Government and the Bolsheviks of which Lenin was the leader.  

2. Lenin feared the Provisional Government would set up a dictatorship. In 
September, he began discussions for an uprising against the government. 
Bolshevik supporters in the army, soviets and factories were brought together. 

3. On 16 October 1917, Lenin persuaded the Petrograd Soviet and the Bolshevik 
Party to agree to a socialist seizure of power. A Military Revolutionary 
Committee was appointed by the Soviet under Leon Trotskii to organise the 
seizure. The date of the event was kept a secret.  

4. The uprising began on 24 October. Sensing trouble, Prime Minister Kerenskii 
had left the city to summon troops. At dawn, military men loyal to the 
government seized the buildings of two Bolshevik newspapers. Pro-government 
troops were sent to take over telephone and telegraph offices and protect the 
Winter Palace. 

5.  In a swift response, the Military Revolutionary Committee ordered its 
supporters to seize government offices and arrest ministers. Late in the day, the 
ship Aurora shelled the Winter Palace. Other vessels sailed down the Neva and 
took over various military points. By nightfall, the city was under the 
committees control and the ministers had surrendered. 

6. At a meeting of the All Russian Congress of Soviets in Petrograd, the majority 
approved the Bolshevik action. Uprisings took place in other cities. There was 
heavy fighting especially in Moscow but by December, the Bolsheviks controlled 
the Moscow-Petrograd area. 

Effects: 
1. The Bolshevik Party was renamed the Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik) 

under the leadership of Lenin. Thus the first communist regime was established 
in Russia. 

2. By November 1917, most industries and banks were nationalized. Land was 
declared as social property and peasants were allowed to sieze the land of the 
nobility. 

3. In cities, Bolsheviks enforced the partition of large houses according to family 
requirements. They banned the use of the old titles of aristocracy. 

4. In March 1918, despite opposition by their political allies, the Bolsheviks made 
peace with Germany at Brest Litovsk.  In the years that followed, the Bolsheviks 
became the only party to participate in the elections to the All Russian Congress 
of Soviets, which became the Parliament of the country. Russia became a one-
party state.  

5. Trade unions were kept under party control. The secret police (called as the 
‘Cheka’ initially and later OGPU and NKVD) punished those who criticised the 
Bolsheviks.  

1. Many young writers and artists rallied to the Party because it stood for socialism 
and for change. After October 1917, this led to experiments in the arts and 
architecture. But many became disillusioned because of the censorship the 
Party encouraged 
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22. 

 

Discuss the main changes brought about by the Bolsheviks immediately after the 
October Revolution. 
Ans: 
Same as above—the effects of Oct. revolution 

5 

23. Explain Lenin’s ‘April Theses’. 3 
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 Ans: 
1. In April 1917, the Bolshevik leader Vladimir Lenin returned to Russia from his 

exile. He and the Bolsheviks had opposed the war since 1914. Now he felt it was 
time for soviets to take over power. 

2.  He made three demands called  Lenins April Theses: i)the war be brought to a 
close. ii) land be transferred to the peasants  iii)  banks be nationalised.Most 
industry and banks were nationalised in November 1917. This meant that the 
government took over ownership and management. 

3. Land was declared social property and peasants were allowed to seize the land 
of the nobility. In cities, Bolsheviks enforced the partition of large houses 
according to family requirements. They banned the use of the old titles of 
aristocracy. 

24 

 

 

What steps were taken by the Bolsheviks to make Russia a socialist society? 
Ans: 

1. During the civil war, the Bolsheviks kept industries and banks nationalised.  
They permitted peasants to cultivate the land that had been socialised. 
Bolsheviks used confiscated land to demonstrate what collective work could be. 

2. A process of centralised planning was introduced. Officials assessed how the 
economy could work and set targets for a five-year period. On this basis they 
made the Five Year Plans.  

3. The government fixed all prices to promote industrial growth during the first 
two Plans (1927-1932 and 1933-1938). Centralised planning led to economic 
growth. Industrial production increased. New factory cities came into being. 

4. An extended schooling system developed, and arrangements were made for 
factory workers and peasants to enter universities.  

5. CrŁches were established in factories for the children of women workers. Cheap 
public health care was provided. Model living quarters were set up for workers. 

3 

25. 

 

 

How did the peasants react to Stalin’s collectivization programme? How were they 
treated? 
Ans: 

1. From 1929, the Party forced all peasants to cultivate in collective farms 
(kolkhoz). The bulk of land and implements were transferred to the ownership 
of collective farms. 

2. Peasants worked on the land, and the kolkhoz profit was shared. Enraged 
peasants resisted the authorities and destroyed their livestock. Between 1929 
and 1931, the number of cattle fell by one-third. 

3. Those who resisted collectivisation were severely punished. Many were 
deported and exiled. Peasants argued that they were not rich and they were not 
against socialism. They merely did not want to work in collective farms for a 
variety of reasons. 

3 
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What was the Global impact of the Russian Revolution? 
Ans: 

1. In many countries, communist parties were formed like the Communist Party of 
Great Britain. The Bolsheviks encouraged colonial peoples to follow their 
experiment. 

2. Many non-Russians from outside the USSR participated in the Conference of the 
Peoples of the East (1920) and the Bolshevik-founded Comintern (an 
international union of pro-Bolshevik socialist parties). Some received education 
in the USSRs Communist University of the Workers of the East. 

3. By the time of the outbreak of the Second World War, the USSR had given 
socialism a global face and world stature. By the end of the twentieth century, 
the international reputation of the USSR as a socialist country had declined 

3 
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though it was recognised that socialist ideals still enjoyed respect among its 
people. But in each country the ideas of socialism were rethought in a variety of 
different ways. 

27 

 

Describe the civil war between 1918-1919 highlighting the role of the Bolsheviks, the 
Socialist Revolutionaries, pro-Tsarists and non-Bolsheviks. 
Ans: 
Refer to pages 40 to 41 

5 

28. 

 

 

Write a short note on the following:  
A) Kulaks 
B) The Duma 
C) Women between 1900-1930 
D) Stalin’s Collectivisation Programme 

3 m 

each 

29 Explain the territorial regions of Russian Empire in 1914. 
Ans: 
Refer to TB-Pg-30 

3 

30 Chapter-2: Socialism in Europe and the Russian Revolution 
Outline map of World (For locating and labelling/Identification) 
Major countries of First World War(Central Powers and Allied Powers): 

1. Central Powers - Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey (Ottoman Empire) 
2. Allied Powers - France, England, (Russia), America 

2 

31 Summative Assessment-1 (2015-2016) 
1. Who were Soviets? Describe their role in the revolution. (3 Marks) 
2. What was the vision of Robert Owen and Louis Blanc related to 

co=operatives? Explain. (3 Marks) 
3. Explain any five features of Stalin’s Collectivisation Programme for peasants in 

Russia. (5 Marks) 

3/5 

32 Final Term Exam- March 2018 
Describe the global influence of Russian Revolution. 

5 
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